
AP English Literature- Summer Assignment 2018-2019 

THIS SUMMER ASSIGNMENT WILL BE DUE BY THE END OF THE SECOND WEEK OF SCHOOL. IT IS 
REQUIRED. 

Part One: How does the AP Test Work? 

 One aspect of taking ownership of your academic success is understanding how College Board 
assesses AP English Literature students. Using the information on the College Board website, 
answer the following questions over the structure, format, and purpose of the AP Exam.  

 http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2002.html 
 

1. Read the AP Literature and Composition Course Description. In your own words, write a 

paragraph summarizing the goal of the AP Literature Course: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The test is categorized into two distinct parts, multiple choice and free response. Multiple 

Choice is worth _____________ Free Response is worth _____________. 

3. What does the multiple choice section consist of? How many questions are you typically 

asked/how much time do you have to answer them? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the free-response section consist of/how much time do you have to complete it? 



_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Inside the free response section, there are three different essays (Listed below). 

Poetry Analysis Essay: 

5. What are you asked to do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What are the characteristics of a strong essay? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How is it graded? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prose Analysis Essay: 

8. What are you asked to do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What are the characteristics of a strong essay? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How is it graded? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Open-Response Essay: 

11. What are you asked to do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What are the characteristics of a strong essay? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. How is it graded? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: Summer Reading and Dialectic Journals:  

You will be expected to do some reading and to take notes on what you read. Below are the instructions 
for your Dialectical Journal (notes taken over what your read). You will be required to read three things 
over the summer which you will be allowed to choose 2 of them from a list.  

Required Reading: 

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by 
Thomas C. Foster  (*revised edition) 

2. Choose one of the following Shakespearean plays, either a comedy or tragedy: (The journals for these will 
be done by act and scenes instead of chapters) 

 Comedies:  
 Twelfth Night 
 Merchant of Venice 
 Much Ado about Nothing 

 Tragedies:  
 King Lear 
 Othello 
 Hamlet 

3. Choose one of the following novels. 
 Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton, All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren, As I Lay Dying by 

William Faulkner, Beloved by Toni Morrison, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley, The Catcher in 
the Rye by J.D. Salinger, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, 
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift, The Jungle by Upton Sinclair, The Optimist’s Daughter by 
D.H. Lawrence, The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner 

 

 

 

 



Dialectical Journal 

For each chapter you are to do the following: 

 On the top line of your notebook paper, center the chapter number and page numbers. 
 Underneath, on the first line of the paper, write a one-sentence summary of the chapter. 
 Then divide your paper into two halves, lengthwise. 
 Label the left hand column CONTENT. 
 Label the right hand column PERSONAL RESPONSE. 
 Write the page number down, in parenthesis, after each quote or passage. 

For each chapter, find a significant quote or passage that exemplifies major events in the test or is an 
example of a literary element. Consider plot development, shifts in tone or point of view, character 
development, theme, sentence structure, diction, imagery, figurative language, etc. The examples below 
are taken from The Chosen and Night. The first two are examples of entries that focus on literary 
elements, and the last two are student reactions to events in the novels.  

Example:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 p. 7-40 

Reuven describes how he and Danny first meet at a baseball game. 

CONTENT PERSONAL RESPONSE 
“For the first fifteen years of our lives, 
Danny and I lived within five blocks of 
each other and neither of us knew of the 
other’s existence” (9). 

This gives us the point of view for the 
novel, first person, through the eyes of 
Reuven Malter. 

“…like specters, with their black hats, long 
black coats, black beards, and earlocks” 
(25). 

These are descriptive details of the 
Hasidic sect of Judaism. (There is also a 
simile). {imagery} 

“We had arrived at Buchenwald” (98). A simple sentence that can encourage 
hope, bring happiness, and bring sadness. 
It can make someone happy knowing they 
will have food and shelter. It can make 
someone sad to know that they will again 
become slaves, and bring the thought that 
maybe it would have been better to die in 
the train.  

“The sound of a violin, in this dark shed, 
where the dead were heaped on the 
living. What madman could be playing the 
violin here, at the brink of his own death” 
(90)? 

The violin was giving Juliek hope to 
survive, and he played his soul on it, so it 
must have been deeply moving music. 
When the violin broke, he must have died.  

 



Part 3 Literary Terms: 

 One of the challenges of AP Literature is mastering the extensive academic vocabulary used in 

passages, question stems, and essay prompts. The sooner you familiarize yourself with college-

level terminology, the better off you are. 

 For each of the terms below, create a PHYSICAL flashcard with the term on one side and the 

definition paraphrased into your own words on the other. There will be an exam over all of the 

literary terms from this list at the end of the first week of school. Know the definitions and be 

able to identify literary terms in context. 

 

1. Alliteration 
2. Allusion 
3. Antithesis 
4. Apostrophe 
5. Assonance 
6. Cacophony 
7. Caesura 
8. Conceit 
9. Consonance 
10. Couplet 
11. Diction 
12. Enjambment 
13. Euphony 
14. Hyperbole 
15. Imagery 
16. Irony 
17. Metaphor 
18. Onomatopoeia 
19. Oxymoron 
20. Paradox 

21. Parallelism 
22. Paraphrase 
23. Personification 
24. Pun 
25. Quatrain 
26. Refrain 
27. Sarcasm 
28. Satire 
29. Simile 
30. Sonnet 
31. Stanza  
32. Symbol 
33. Synecdoche 
34. Syntax 
35. Tercet 
36. Terza rima 
37. Theme 
38. Tone 
39. Understatement 
40. Villanelle 

 

 

 


